Children make a rapid development physically, cognitively and affectively in preschool educational period (age 0 -6). The cognitive dimension of a child at pre-school age is creative, independent and imaginary. The imagination unceasingly works. This period is regarded as the time that the children have high potential of learning and developing. Thus, the quality of preschool education affects the higher educational success and even the lifelong success of the child. Therefore the aims of the research are to emphasize the importance of preschool education on the development of the child, to make a comparison between the preschool education of Turkey and other developed countries and to support preschool education by explaining why and how the preschool education in Turkey should be improved. In this research, case study method from data collection methods was used; related written and electronic resources were collected, analyzed and interpreted in line with the research purpose. The following suggestions are developed in order to improve the preschool education in Turkey: Service delivery models that increase the participation to preschool education should be varied; the preschool educational facilities should be extended supporting the access of regions with limited financial means and regulations that decreasing the educational costs of families should be adopted. For all children, especially for families with low income, preschool educational institutions should be free like in more than half of European Union countries or preschool educational costs should be arranged in accordance with family incomes and other criterion, and families should be supported. The improvement and development priority should be given to preschool educational stage, accordingly physical resources (building, materials, substructure) and human resources (manager, educator, deputy manager and support staff) should be provided. Besides preschool teaching departments should be opened in faculties of education in universities and the quota of preschool teaching departments should be increased.
Introduction
Internationally early childhood period, education and welfare cover the process between birth and primary school age (Eurydice and Eurostat, 2014) [1] . Early childhood period passes immensely fast in scope of physical, cognitive and affective growth and development. Child in early childhood education period (age 0 -6) learns to categorise items according to size, color, shape and immutableness and develops linguistically. The linguistic development and cognitive development are highly related (Bruner, 1966) [2] . A child acquires attainments about listening and gets ready to speak, however, the linguistic development of the child accelerates in the subsequent educational process. According to conducted researches, a child acquires the basic structural features of the spoken language until the age of 4 -5 in a lifetime event (Topses, 2003) [3] . The cognitive dimension of a child at pre-school age is creative, independent and imaginary. The imagination unceasingly works. Therefore the child perceives the world better. Piaget describes the cognition of the child at this stage as "preoperational stage" where the stable concepts are formed, and abstract thinking evolves, and egocentricism once consolidates and then decreases. In preoperational stage, the child develops symbolical sense first and then improves intuitive sense. Freud defines this process as the oral, the anal, the phallic, the latent and the genital phases in his psychosexual development theory and regards the experiences at the ages of 0 -6 which cover the first three phases as the determinants of personality development (Yeşilyaprak, 2007) [4] .
Development psychologists believe that genetic and environmental factors cooperate in child's cognitive development. Continuous development theories especially focus on the social environments of the child. Vygotsky considers the cognitive development as the output of social development which occurs as a result of interactions with others and environment. He emphasizes that in assisted learning, children are able to perform new things in their capacities with the help of their teachers and peers. Erikson describes the early childhood years as socioemotional development (initiative vs. guilt) and suggests that the children' relationships with their friends support them. As mentioned previously,
Piaget identifies the age range as preoperational stage (age 0 -7). In this period, children have higher thinking ability about objects. They are able to use symbols to represent objects mentally. Linguistic and conceptual development occurs rapidly. For this reason, the word knowledge and the knowledge of spoken language of the children at preschool stage increase. Accordingly, they can understand a great deal of grammar rules and their vocabulary reaches up to thousands of words. Also the researches aimed at knowledge and competency of reading-writing in preschool stage prove that it is beneficial for children to start learning reading-writing with an advanced knowledge and that this knowledge contributes to the process of learning reading-writing (Slavin, 2013) [5] . In addition to all these, conducted researches demonstrate that high level preschool education increases the IQ level of the child and that the acquisitions are saved throughout the primary school stage. Therefore researches support that IQ is not stable, and the individuals do not have unchangeable features and that the individuals may change according to alterations of the environment (Slavin, 2013) [5].
Purpose of Study
Nowadays, the importance of preschool education is accepted by almost everyone. This period is seen as the stage where the child has the highest learning potential by researchers. Children who grow up in convenient physical and social environment and in a healthy interaction environment demonstrates more rapid and more successful social and academic development. The quality of preschool education affects the higher educational success and even the lifelong success of the child. For this reason, the importance of preschool education and its quality is unignorable. The aim of the research is to draw attention on the importance of preschool education in child's development, to compare the levels of Turkey and developed countries, to explain how and why the preschool education can be improved and to support the development of preschool education. Accordingly, the success of preschool education in Turkey and in other countries will be compared and results will be evaluated to improve the quality.
Method
Case study from qualitative research methods was used in the research. The case study provides deeper examination of the research topic. It is commonly used in understanding various subjects of education asking the questions "what, how, why" (Çepni, 2012 [6] ; Yin 2003 [7] ; Yılmaz, 2015 [8] ). In the research, the matter at hand is the application of preschool education in Turkey in historical process, its consequents and the current situation. The research data were collected using document review method. The historical development of childhood-preschool education and current applications in Turkey and European Union applications and PISA examination results were reviewed and evaluated. Documents are important data resources in qualitative researches. Document review is the analysis of materials (written or electronic) related to research topic. Written and electronic materials related to research topic were collected, analyzed and interpreted in accordance with the research topic.
Findings and Results
As mentioned in literature, it is an unquestionable fact that the early childhood education or preschool education is an indispensible educational step in cogni- Ottoman, an educator and manager of teacher school named Satı Bey gave importance and privilege to preschools. Satı Bey advocated that education needs to start from earlier stages for a country to develop and for a society to advance (Akyüz, 2014) [9] .
The development of preschool education in Republic Period until the 90's (sixty years) is as follows. Between 1932-33 and 1991-92 academic years, the number of preschools increased to 4360 from 92; total student number increased to 131,023 from 3895; the teacher number increased to 7763 from 32. In proportion to the increase in country population, it can be inferred that preschool education performed slow development (Akyüz, 2014) [9] .
Turkish educational system is organized according to Constitution, laws for education-learning, government programs, national education councils and other legal texts. The aim and tasks of preschool education were determined in accordance with the law no. 1739 in National Education Fundamental Law. According to this law, the aims and tasks of preschool education are to provide children to establish physical, logical and emotional developments; to bring good behaviours; to prepare them to primary education; to create suitable environment for the children of lower financial situation; to enable children to speak Turkish well and fluently (The National Education, 2015) [10] . The preschool education lasts in September at the age of 5. Children who are 37 -66 months old take education in preschools or in application classes, ones who are 48 -66 months old children take education in preschools and 60 -66 months old children can take education in primary school only with the written request of their parents stating that the child is developmentally ready (The National Education, 2015) [10] .
The National Education Council is the highest consultative committee and responsible for exploring necessary educational issues and taking advisory decisions if necessary. The first educational congress was held in Ankara in 1921 and
The Chamber of Science was performed in 1921 for the first time and the following were in 1924 and in 1925 (Gülşen and Gökyer, 2014) [11] . From the first National Education Council to 2014, The National Education Council had gathered for 19 times. In Fifth National Education Council, the preschools became the main topic of conversation for the first time and it was decided that preschool educational institutions would be structured discretionary. Thereafter, the preparation of "Preschool and Nursery Class Regulations" was determined in
Seventh National Education Council. In Ninth National Education Council, regulations about extent, aim and tasks of preschool education were made. The most important decisions taken in Tenth National Education Council were necessitating and popularizing the preschool education and increasing the school-ing rate. In Eleventh National Education Council, teacher and educator training, situation and problems were entreated. In Twelfth National Education Council, it was decided that preschool educational programs needed to be suitable for circumstances, social and cultural structures and values of Turkey; that the higher education of preschool teacher training programs (preschool and nursery class) needed to stay two years long. In Fourteenth National Education Council, the terms "preschool" and "nursery class" were defined and establishment of "Educational Act of Preschool Education" was determined. Also it was decided that National Education and universities needed to cooperate in this process. In
Fifteenth National Education Council, two years preschool education was necessitated. In Seventeenth National Education Council, necessary physical conditions needed for compulsory preschool education were determined to be provided and it was decided that educated personnel needed to be assigned. In this council, it was stated that in hundredth anniversary of republic, the schooling rate was aimed to increase to 80%. Nearly 600 people including academicians, school managers, teachers, students, ministry bureaucrats attended to The Nineteenth National Education Council which was organized in the coordination of National Education in 2014 and 179 advisory jurisdictions were made. Unfortunately the issue of increasing the schooling rate of preschool education was not decently mentioned in the advisory jurisdictions. Within this framework, a shift to singulative education was determined (National Education, 2015) [10] .
In this context, the main point is not that advisory jurisdictions were taken in
The National Education Council dated 2014, but that decisions about extending preschool education and increasing the schooling rate were not even mentioned 
Suggestions
1) Primarily and immediately, strategies that Ministry of National Education determined about early childhood education in 2015-2019 Strategic Plan; "varying service models that increase participation to preschool education, extending the access of families and provinces with low income to preschool education, decreasing the cost of preschool education" should be put into practice.
2) Like in more than half of the European Union countries, preschool public institutions should be free or educational fees should be adjusted according to family incomes and other criteria and families should be supported in Turkey especially for students from families with low income.
3) The priority of improvement and development in educational stages should be given to preschool educational stage. In this way, needs of physical resources (building, materials, substructure) and human resources (manager, educator, deputy principal and support staff) should be provided.
4) Preschool teaching departments should be opened in faculties of education in universities and the quota of preschool teaching departments should be increased.
Conclusions
The aims of the research were to emphasize the importance of preschool education on the development of the child, to make a comparison between the preschool education of Turkey and other developed countries and to support preschool education by explaining why and how the preschool education in Turkey should be improved. In accordance with these aims, the historical development of childhood-preschool education and current applications in Turkey and European Union applications and PISA examination results were reviewed and evaluated. Also the success of preschool education in Turkey and in other countries was compared and results were evaluated to improve the quality in Turkish preschools.
As a conclusion, suggestions were developed based on research findings. Varying service models should be put into practice while decreasing the cost of education according to 2015-2019 Strategic Plan of Turkish Ministry of Education. Low income families were considered and it was suggested that public preschool institutions should be free and that the fees should be reasonable for families. Also it was suggested in the research that priority of providing physical and human resources to education should be given to preschool educational stage.
Besides, the importance of academic education was handled and it was suggested that the number of preschool teaching departments in universities should be increased.
